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GETTING CITIZENSHIP

Benefits of U.S. Citizenship

1. You will have the right to register to vote and to run for local, state and federal office.

2. You can petition for the permanent residence of your spouse, minor children (married or unmarried), parents and siblings.

3. You will have the right to enter and leave the United States, without time limitations on your travels.

4. When you and your spouse become United States citizens, your minor children are automatically entitled to become citizens, regardless of where they were born.

5. You will be protected from deportation.

6. You can take up residence in a foreign country and, depending on the country, still be able to retain your social security benefits.

7. You will have access to certain jobs that are by law restricted to United States citizens

General Naturalization Requirements for U.S. Citizenship

Can I apply for naturalization? You may apply for naturalization if:

1.  You have been a lawful permanent resident for five years; or,

2.  You have been a lawful permanent resident for three years, have been married to a United States citizen for those three years, and continue to be married to that United States citizen; or,

3.  You are a lawful permanent resident child of United States parents; or,

4.  You have qualifying military service.

In most cases, you will need to fulfill the following requirements. You must:

1.  Be 18 years of age; and

2.  Have good moral character. For example, you must have paid your taxes, and not have been convicted of a serious crime;

3.  Be willing to pledge to uphold the Constitution of the United States;

4.  Have knowledge and understanding of the United States government and history;

5.  Have been physically present in the United States for at least 30 months of the five years you resided there. (If you leave the United States for more than six months but less than a year, you will have to prove that you did not abandon your residence in the United States. If you leave for more than a year or more, you may have to start counting the five years all over again.)

U.S. Citizenship Application Procedure

_____ 1. Check if you are eligible for applying for U.S. citizenship by 

filling out the naturalization and eligibility worksheet at

 _____ 2. Download the N-400 application for naturalization at

_____ 3. Prepare your application packet. (See Application 

      Checklist page on ________ )

_____ 4. Send the completed File Form N-400, Application for 

      Naturalization to the following address (only for New York residents):

USINS Vermont Service Center Attention N-400 Unit

75 Lower Weldon Street

St. Albans, VT 05479-0001

_____ 5. Wait for the USCIS to send you an appointment to have  your fingerprints done.

_____ 6. Receive an appointment date for your interview a few 

      months after your fingerprinting.

_____ 7. On the day of the interview, you will be tested on your 

knowledge of the United States history and government, and on your ability to speak and understand English.

U.S. Citizenship Application Checklist

Check this list before you mail your application.

______ 1. All appropriate boxes of application are filled

______ 2. Application (N-400) signed

______ 3. A photocopy of both sides of your Permanent Resident 

Card (formerly known as the Alien Registration Receipt Card or “Green Card”)

______ 4. Signed document certification

______ 5. Two (2) identical color photographs, with your name and 

      “A” number written lightly in pencil on the back of each

______ 6. Article number from Certified Mail Receipt AND your 

      address written on Return Receipt Card

______ 7. Put return receipt card and certified mail receipt on 

      outside of envelope

______ 8 A Check or money order $390.00 (for application fee) and 

$70.00 (for fingerprint fee) to the order of "United States Citizenship & Immigration Services" or USCIS.

______ 9. Include continuation sheets if necessary

100 Frequently Asked Citizenship Questions

The following are 100 sample U.S. History and Government questions that may be asked during the Naturalization Exam. 

Sample Sentences for Written English Test

To be eligible for naturalization, you must be able to read, write, and speak Basic English. The sentences on this page are examples of the types of sentences an INS officer may ask you to read aloud or write during your interview. They are not an exhaustive list. The INS officer who interviews you may ask you to read or write other sentences.

Civics / History

1. A Senator is elected for 6 years.

2. ________ is the Vice President of the United States.

3. All people want to be free.

4. America is the land of freedom.

5. All United States citizens have the right to vote.

6. America is the home of the brave.

7. America is the land of the free.

8. _________ is the President of the United States.

9. Citizens have the right to vote.

10. Congress is part of the American government.

11. Congress meets in Washington, D.C.

12. Congress passes laws in the United States.

13. George Washington was the first president.

14. I want to be a citizen of the United States.

15. I want to be an American citizen.

16. I want to become an American so I can vote.

17. It is important for all citizens to vote.

18. Many people come to America for freedom.

19. Many people have died for freedom.

20. Martha Washington was the first lady.

21. Only Congress can declare war.

22. Our Government is divided into three branches.

23. People in America have the right to freedom.

24. People vote for the President in November.

25. The American flag has stars and stripes.

26. The American flag has 13 stripes.

27. The capital of the United States is Washington, D.C.

28. The colors of the flag are red, white, and blue.

29. The Constitution is the supreme law of our land.

30. The flag of the United States has 50 stars.

31. The House and Senate are parts of Congress.

32. The people have a voice in Government.

33. The people in the class took a citizenship test.

34. The President enforces the laws.

35. The President has the power of veto.

36. The President is elected every 4 years.

37. The President lives in the White House.

38. The President lives in Washington, D.C.

39. The President must be an American citizen.

40. The President must be born in the United States.

41. The President signs bills into law.

42. The stars of the American flag are white.

43. The Statue of Liberty was a gift from France.

44. The stripes of the American flag are red and white.

45. The White House is in Washington, D.C.

46. The United States flag is red, white, and blue.

47. The United States of America has 50 states.

48. There are 50 states in the Union.

Everyday Life

1. There are three branches of Government.

2. He came to live with his brother.

3. He has a very big dog.

4. He knows how to ride a bike.

5. He wanted to find a job.

6. He wanted to talk to his boss.

7. He went to the post office.

8. His wife is at work right now.

9. His wife worked in the house.

10. I am too busy to talk today.

11. I bought a blue car today.

12. I came to _______ (city) today for my interview.

13. I count the cars as they pass by the office.

14. I drive a blue car to work.

15. I go to work everyday.

16. I have three children.

17. I know how to speak English.

18. I live in the State of ____________.

19. I want to be a United States citizen.

20. It is a good job to start with.

21. My car does not work.

22. She can speak English very well.

23. She cooks for her friends.

24. She is my daughter, and he is my son.

25. She needs to buy some new clothes.

26. She wanted to live near her brother.

27. She was happy with her house.

28. The boy threw a ball.

29. The children bought a newspaper.

30. The children play at school.

31. The children wanted a television.

32. The man wanted to get a job.

33. The teacher was proud of her class.

34. The white house has a big tree.

35. They are a very happy family.

36. They are very happy with their car.

37. They buy many things at the store.

38. They came to live in the United States.

39. They go to the grocery store.

40. They have horses on their farm.

41. They live together in a big house.

42. They work well together.

43. Today I am going to the store.

44. Today is a sunny day.

45. Warm clothing was on sale in the store.

46. We are very smart to learn this.

47. We have a very clean house.

48. You cook very well.

49. You drink too much coffee.

50. You work very hard at your job.

Web Resources

A listing of websites containing citizenship preparation guides, questions and answers.

Becoming a U.S. Citizen

http://uscis.gov/graphics/citizenship/becoming.htm

It briefly explains the importance of becoming a citizen and the application process.

Practice citizenship questions on the web 

Listen and practice the 96 Civics Questions and Citizenship Dictation Questions

at CIET faculty Carolyn Grimaldi’s website http://faculty.lagcc.cuny.edu/cgrimaldi/

Support Services for Immigrants

English as a Second Language Programs 

(See pp. 31-43 of the original PDF file for info regarding ESL programs in the NY area)

ESL Websites

Listening Websites 

http://www.web-books.com/language - Basic Vocabulary with pictures

http://www.starfall.com/ - Beginner Phonics

http://www.pumarosa.com - Bilingual Spanish-English site. Very popular.

http://www.esl-lab.com - All levels conversations

http://www.edict.com.hk/music - Listen to songs at the RA Jukebox.

http://www.focusenglish.com - Intermediate and advanced conversations

http://eslgrammar.heinle.com/gic/index.html - Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced stories and conversations

http://thewclc.ca/edge - intermediate magazine articles

http://www.pumarosa.com/ - Bilingual (Spanish-English) Great for beginners

http://faculty.lagcc.cuny.edu/cgrimaldi/ - Carolyn’s website-Listen to the 96 Civics questions, and some recorded books.

Pronunciation

http://www.manythings.org/pp

http://www.eleaston.com/pronunciation

News with Audio

http://www.cdlponline.org

http://www.literacynet.org/cnnsf (Advanced)

http://www.voanews.com/specialenglish (Advanced)

Grammar, Vocabulary, Reading, Quizzes etc. 

http://www.geocities.com/pccprep

http://www.manythings.org

http://a4esl.org

http://www.eflclub.com

http://www.pdictionary.com

http://languagegames.org

http://www.tv411.org

http://www.rong-chang.com

Practice Typing

http://www.typingpal.com

