INDIRECT QUESTIONS
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What are Indirect Questions?
Direct questions are the “normal” questions that we can
ask to friends, family members, and people who we know
well. You can form direct questions using the QUASM
model that we learned last lesson.
Example of a direct question:
“Where’s the bathroom?”
Indirect questions are a little more formal and polite. We
use them when talking to a person we don’t know very well,
or in professional situations, and their form is a little different.
Example of an indirect question:
“Could you tell me where the bathroom is?”
Phrases for Indirect Questions
§ Could you tell me…
§ Do you know…
§ I was wondering…
§ Do you have any idea…
§ I’d like to know…
§ Would it be possible…
§ Is there any chance…
Direct and Indirect Questions in English: Examples
Direct: Where is Market Street?
Indirect: Could you tell me where Market Street is?
In indirect questions with is/are, the verb (is)
comes after the subject (Market Street).
Direct What time does the bank open?
Indirect: Do you know what time the bank opens?

In indirect questions, we don’t use the auxiliary
verbs do/does/did. Also, you can see that the verb is “open”
in the direct question, and “opens” in the indirect question.
Direct: Why did you move to Europe?
Indirect: I was wondering why you moved to Europe.
Again, there is no auxiliary verb did in the indirect question.
In fact, this indirect question isn’t even a question – it’s more
of a statement that invites the other person to give more
information.
Direct: How has he managed to get in shape so quickly?
Indirect: Do you have any idea how he’s managed to get in
shape so quickly?
The auxiliary verbs have and has can be used in both the
direct and indirect questions – but in the direct question,
“has” comes before the subject (he), and in the indirect
question, “has” comes after the subject.
Direct: How much does this motorcycle cost?
Indirect: I’d like to know how much this motorcycle costs.
To form the indirect question, remove does and change
“cost” to “costs.”
Direct: Can you finish the project by tomorrow?
Indirect: Would it be possible for you to finish the project by
tomorrow?
For direct questions with can, we can use the phrase “would
it be possible…” to make it indirect.
Direct: Can we change the meeting to Thursday?
Indirect: Is there any chance we could change the meeting
to Thursday?
“Is there any chance…” is another option for forming indirect
questions with can.

Yes/No Direct Questions –> “If” in Indirect Questions
If the direct question is a “yes or no” question (it has no
question word such as what, who, when, where, why, or how),
then the indirect question will have if.
Direct: Does Tom like Italian food?
Indirect: Do you know if Tom likes Italian food?
Direct: Are your parents joining us for dinner?
Indirect: Could you tell me if your parents are joining us for
dinner?
Direct: Do they speak English?
Indirect: I was wondering if they speak English.
Direct: Has Barbara ever studied abroad?
Indirect: Do you have any idea if Barbara’s ever studied
abroad?
Direct: Do you plan on traveling this summer?
Indirect: I’d like to know if you plan on traveling this
summer.

2.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/radio/speci
als/145_gramchallenge36/

Indirect questions
There's more than one way to ask a question. Indirect questions
don't need a change in word order in the main question.

Our challenger is Masa from Japan who plays the role of a Tour R
questions from a rude tourist in a more polite form to a hotel rece

Listen to the programme!
Indirect questions

We use indirect questions to make our requests or questions soft
After the question word (where, when, who, how, etc) indirect qu
same word order as positive statements.
Direct question
Where's the nearest bank please?
When is the last train on a Saturday night?
How much do two tickets cost?
Why can't you come in to work?

Indirect questions
Could you tell me

where the nearest bank is please?

Do you know

when the last train is on a
Saturday night?

Have you any idea
how much two tickets cost?
Would you mind telling
me

why you can't come in to work?

